Burglary Prevention Basics
Make your home look occupied, and make it difficult to break in.

  

Lock all outside doors and windows before you leave the house or go to bed.  Even if it is for a short time, lock your doors. 
  

Leave lights on when you go out.  If you are going to be away for a length of time, use automatic timers to turn on lamps in the early evening and off at bedtime. 
  

Keep your garage door closed and locked. 
  

Don't allow daily deliveries of mail, newspapers or flyers build up while you are away. Arrange for the Post Office to hold your mail, or arrange for a friend or neighbor to collect it regularly. 
  

Arrange for your lawn to be mowed if you are going away for an extended time. 
    

Pushbutton locks on doorknobs are easy for burglars to open. Install deadbolt locks on all your outside doors. 
  

Sliding glass doors are vulnerable. Special locks are available for better security. 
   

Trim trees and shrubs so that they cannot be used as hiding places for intruders. 
  

Most windows can be pinned for security. 
   

A word on Alarms Systems; An alarm system is excellent for home security. It provides peace of mind to homeowners, especially while on vacation.  There is a wide variety of alarm systems on the market.  Make several inquiries to different companies for the best security system available to you and check references.  Remember that you can be fined for excessive false alarms.

Remember that the best defense against crime is a concerned neighbor!   If you notice anything suspicious in your neighborhood, call 9​1​1 immediately. 
If Your Home Is Broken Into 

If you come home to find an unexplained open/broken window or door:
Do not enter - the thieves may still be inside.
  

Use a cell phone or a neighbor's phone to call police immediately by dialing 911. 
  

Do not touch anything or clean up until the police have inspected for evidence. 
  

